Imagine 1900 music teachers singing “Viva La Musica.”  Imagine 166 pages full of notes by 65 presenters from 31 states and 10 different countries.  Imagine being able to see children’s performances including children’s choirs, Orff ensembles and a taiko drumming ensemble.  Imagine having a chance to play on a marimba so large that you had to stand on a chair to play it.  Imagine being a part of at least 200 people doing community dancing for 1 ½ hours. 
THAT is what AOSA national conference is like and more!

I had the privilege of going to Charlotte, NC to the 40th AOSA National Conference.  The CTAOSA chapter awarded me the Barbara Potter scholarship to help me with the cost of attending.  I am very thankful for this aid as it helped me afford the trip.  There were so many possibilities to pick from that I had to decide on ten workshops.  I was able to go to workshops on jazz, Thai and Philippine music, drumming techniques, songs and dances from Eastern Europe, taiko drumming, mixed meter,  Spanish children’s songs and assessment to name a few.

This experience of being able to connect with music teachers from so many places was just phenomenal!  I really cannot adequately describe the experience because it is more than workshops and performances.  It is a feeling, a sense, a community, if you will, of music educators who are all committed to teaching music to children and making the world a better place through music. I would encourage those of you who have not had a chance to go, to try to get to the next one.  The quality as well as the quantity of this experience is well worth the trip!

Cost of attending AOSA National Conference:
$$$
What you get from AOSA National Conference:
Priceless! 
